Funding Proposal Matrix
Through the evaluation of proposal process, the Faculty Research Committee (FRC) ensures that all proposals submitted are reviewed in a fair, competitive, transparent, and in-depth manner based on merit. The merit review process is described in detail below. 
Evaluations of Proposals

This document has three pages 1) Research Proposal, 2) Travel Proposal, and 3) 25% Release Time proposal. 

· If you are reviewing a research proposal, please provide a qualitative* assessment for each research question. 
· If you are reviewing a travel proposal, qualitatively address the questions for the travel proposal.  
· If you are reviewing a 25% release time proposal, qualitatively address the questions for the 25% release time.  
NOTE: not all questions will be applicable to all proposals.  If that is the case, leave those questions blank. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Returning your evaluation to the FRC Chair 

· Please return your qualitative assessments at least 48 hours prior to the FRC meeting. 

· When returning the document to the FRC Chair, format the title of the file as follows:



Applicant Name - Proposal Type. doc



Example:  JaneSmith_Travel.doc

*refers to the meanings, concepts definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and description of things.

RESEARCH PROPOSALS
Qualitatively address the questions below. Use as much space as you feel necessary to address each question.  Note: Not all questions will be applicable to all proposals.  
· Overview of proposal and comments

· All items on checklist are addressed?
· What is the potential for the proposed activity to advance knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields (Intellectual Merit)?

· What is the potential for the proposed activity to benefit society or advance desired societal outcomes (Broader Impacts)?

· To what extent do the proposed activities suggest and explore creative, original, or potentially transformative concepts?

· Is the plan for carrying out the proposed activities well-reasoned, well-organized, and based on a sound rationale? 
· Does the plan incorporate a mechanism to assess success?

· Quantitative Research: are research question, hypothesis, and methods outlined adequately?

· Qualitative Research:  Are the observations, textual or visual analysis, and/or interviews well reasoned and clearly defined? 

· Is the PI a tenure-track or tenured faculty member? 

· Are the items on the budget justified, all quotes submitted, are the budgeted items for supplies and equipment in-line with the grant proposal guidelines (i.e., are the expenses allowed)? Please refer to the grant proposal guidelines at: http://www.nmhu.edu/research-and-sponsored-projects/faculty-research-committee/frc-application-documents/
· Recommendation

TRAVEL PROPOSALS

Qualitatively address the questions below. Use as much space as you feel necessary to address each question.  Note: Not all questions will be applicable to all proposals.
· Overview of proposal and comments

· All items on checklist are addressed?
· Is the author presenting an abstract or is the author attending the conference only? 

· Has the author demonstrated how attending the conference will contribute to teaching, on-going research, and other professional interests? 

· Is the PI a tenure-track or tenured faculty member? 

· Are the items on the budget justified, all quotes submitted, are the budgeted items for supplies and equipment in-line with the grant proposal guidelines (are the expenses allowed)? http://www.nmhu.edu/research-and-sponsored-projects/faculty-research-committee/frc-application-documents/
· Recommendation

25% RELEASE-TIME PROPOSALS

Qualitatively address the questions below. Use as much space as you feel necessary to address each question.  Note: Not all questions will be applicable to all proposals.
· Overview of proposal and comments

· Name of the proposed funding agency?  

· All items on checklist are addressed?
· Does the proposal clearly state the intent of the release time? 

· If the grant is awarded, how will it benefit the faculty member, students, and university? 

· Recommendation
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