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Where Does the U.S. Stand?
Percent of Adults with an Associate Degree or Higher by 

Age Group – U.S. and Leading OECD Countries
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How did we get here?
Percent of adults with postsecondary degree, 55-64

New Mexico Higher Education Department      Page 3

3
6

2
2

1
0

2
4

1
7

2
2

2
7

1
4

1
6

3
7

2
4

2
7

2
5

1
9

2
1

2
4 2

4

2
2 2

1

1
3 1

2

2
3

1
4

1
5

7

8

1
1

8

1
1

7

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

C
anada 

Japan

K
orea

N
orw

ay

Ireland

B
elgium

D
enm

ark 

S
pain

France 

U
nited S

tates 

A
ustralia

Finland

S
w
eden 

Luxem
bourg 

Iceland

N
etherlands

U
nited K

ingdom

S
w
itzerland

N
ew

 Zealand 

P
oland

G
reece

G
erm

any

A
ustria

H
ungary 

P
ortugal 

M
exico

S
lovak R

epublic

Italy 

C
zech R

epublic 

Turkey 

Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2007



Percent of adults with postsecondary degree, 45-54
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Percent of adults with postsecondary degree, 35-44

9

5
0

4
7

3
6 3
5

3
0

3
3

3
5

3
0

2
5

4
1

2
7

3
4

3
0 3
0

3
2

1
6

2
6

2
6

1
9

1
7

1
3

1
6

1
3

1
4

1
1

8 7

1
1

87

1
51
4

2
3

1
21

3

2
1

2
2

2
4

2
4

2
1

1
9

2
5

2
7

2
4

3
73
6

2
2

1
0

2
4

1
7

2
2

2
7

1
4

1
6

1
3

1
1

1
41
4

1
0

1
6

1
7

2
7

2
6

1
9

1
2

2
92
8

3
02

9

2
2

2
8

3
4

3
1

3
9

4
3

3
8

1
8

3
0

2
2

2
7

3
2

2
2

1
8

8

1
3

2
8

2
8

3
2

4
0

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

C
anada 

Japan

Korea

N
orw

ay

Ireland

Belgium

D
enm

ark 

Spain

France 

U
nited S

tates 

Australia

Finland

Sw
eden 

Luxem
bourg 

Iceland

N
etherlands

U
nited K

ingdom

Sw
itzerland

N
ew

 Zealand 

Poland

G
reece

G
erm

any

Austria

H
ungary 

Portugal 

M
exico

Slovak R
epublic

Italy 

C
zech R

epublic 

Turkey 

New Mexico Higher Education Department      Page 5Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2007



4
1

1
4

5
4 5
3

5
1

4
1 4
1

4
1 4

0

4
0 3
9 3

8 3
7 3
7 3

6 3
5 3
5

3
1

2
6

2
0 1
9 1

8

1
6 1
6

1
2

7

1
1

8

1
1

8

7

1
51

4

1
3

1
2

2
3

2
1

2
2

2
4

2
4

2
1

1
9

2
5

2
7

2
4

3
7

1
61

4

2
7

2
2

1
7

2
4

1
0

2
2

3
6

9

1
3

1
1

1
4

1
4

1
0

1
6

1
7

2
6

2
7

1
2

1
9

2
92
8

3
02

9

2
2

2
8

3
4

3
9

3
1

1
8

2
2

3
2

2
7

2
2

3
0

1
8

3
8

4
3

8

1
3

1
3

1
6

1
3

1
7

1
9

2
6

2
8

3
2

2
6

1
6

3
0

3
0

3
4

2
7

2
8

4
0

3
2

2
5

3
0

3
53

3

3
0

3
5

3
6

4
7

5
0

1
4

2
0

2
5

2
2

3
1

3
8

3
9

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

C
anada 

Japan

Korea

N
orw

ay

Ireland

Belgium

D
enm

ark 

Spain

France 

U
nited S

tates 

Australia

Finland

Sw
eden 

Luxem
bourg 

Iceland

N
etherlands

U
nited K

ingdom

Sw
itzerland

N
ew

 Zealand 

Poland

G
reece

G
erm

any

Austria

H
ungary 

Portugal 

M
exico

Slovak R
epublic

Italy 

C
zech R

epublic 

Turkey 

Percent of adults with postsecondary degree, 25-34
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Percent of Population Age 25-64 with an 

Associate Degree or Higher, 2006
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New Mexico Lags Behind U.S. As A Whole
(Student Pipeline Loss, Transition Percentages 2004)

The Emerging Policy Triangle
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Of 100 9th Graders, How Many…
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NM % of US 88.7 97.7 87.7 64.7
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In the Future

We Will All Need Even More Education

Jobs that require 
at least some 
postsecondary 
education will 
make up more 
than two-thirds 
of new jobs.

10%

22%

36%

31%

High School
Dropout

High School
Diploma

Some
Postsecondary

Bachelor's Degree

Share of new jobs, 2000–10

Source: Carnevale, Anthony P. and Donna M. Desrochers, Standards for What? 

The Economic Roots of K–16 Reform, Educational Testing Service, 2003.
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How New Mexico is Doing

New Mexico Statistics, 2004 Fall Enrollment Survey

Source: NCES-IPEDS Fall Enrollment Survey (The Emerging Policy Triangle)
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Folks, We Have a Mismatch.

U.S. Statistics for Share

of New Jobs, 2000-2010

New Mexico Statistics

2004 Fall Enrollment Survey

U.S. Demand vs. New Mexico Supply
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Poverty Status by Educational Attainment

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2006 Annual, Social and Economic 

Supplement, Educational Attainment--People 25 Years Old and Over, by Total Money Earnings in 

2005, Work Experience in 2005, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, and Sex

Poverty Rate for the U.S. Population 25 Years and Over
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Median Earnings of Persons Age 25 or Older by 

Highest Education Attainment in the U.S.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2006 Annual, Social and Economic 

Supplement, Educational Attainment--People 25 Years Old and Over, by Total Money Earnings in 

2005, Work Experience in 2005, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, and Sex

$17,422

$20,321

$26,505

$31,054

$35,009

$43,143

$52,390

$82,473

$70,853

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000

Less than 9th grade

9th to 12th grade

HS Graduate/GED

Some college

Associate

Bachelor

Masters

Professional 

Doctorate



Educational Attainment and Income
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey



New Mexico Higher Education Department      Page 18

Educational Attainment and Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey
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Educational Attainment and Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey
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Educational Attainment and Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey



New Mexico Higher Education Department      Page 21

Relationship Between Educational 

Attainment and Health

Source: United Health Foundation, U.S. Census Bureau
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Educational Attainment (Percent)
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Reaching Top Performance by 2025 (55%) –

United States

94,510,473 Number of individuals to Match Best-Performance 

Countries (55%)

31,382,831 Number of individuals to (Age 25-44) Who Already 

Have Degrees

63,127,642 Additional Degree Production Needed (2005 to 2025)

40,605,747 Degrees Produced at a Current Annual Rate 

of Production

7,045,932 Additional Residents with College Degrees 

from Net Migration

15,626,080 Additional Degrees Needed

781,304 Additional Degrees Needed per Year (Currently 

Produce 2,135,924 in All Sectors

52.8% Increase in Annual Associate and Bachelor’s Degree 

Production Needed (in Public Sector Only)
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How Can the U.S. Reach International 

Competitiveness?

Source: 2005 ACS, PUMS


