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ABSTRACT


Giovanna Rivero Santa Cruz is a Bolivian writer from the latest generation of young intellectuals who have crossed national borders and joined the ranks of internationally-known Latin American authors. Her literary contribution represents a break with the more sedate and moderate thematic tradition in Bolivian letters. On close examination, her works as a whole reveal an introspective journey from adulthood towards childhood, conveyed through an erotic imagery that speaks of a desire to express a woman’s noesis through a new feminine language.


Contrary to popular belief and to the wealth of cross-disciplinary theories generated in the past 50 years, feminism has not reached its objectives, at least not in the praxis. In fact, it seems there has been an involution. In the era of globalization, where the emphasis is on the anonymity of sameness, one’s individuality is in the process of disintegration, a trend which is undeniable in reference to women. Rivero Santa Cruz’s commitment to integrate the intimate with the global makes her a member of “transnational feminist networks.” The focus of these networks, according to Chandra Talpade Mohanty, is on “building feminist solidarities across the divisions of place, identity, class, work, belief, and so on. In these very fragmented times it is both very difficult to build these alliances and also never more important to do so” (2005). Rivero Santa Cruz’s works fulfills this need.


A psychoanalitycal approach based on Jacques Lacan’s studies, as well as feminist theoretical derivations of his ideas, is the main critical source that will inform this project. In addition, since the fantastic genre frames most of her short stories, its various theoretical definitions will be applied (Blibliography available.)
Justification

Giovanna Rivero Santa Cruz is a Bolivian writer who belongs to the latest generation of young intellectuals who have crossed national borders and joined the ranks of internationally-known Latin American authors. This project is the foundation of a series of critical essays on her work that will be compiled in a book form and submitted for publication. 

Research Plan
1. Establish Rivero Santa Cruz in a national context. I will conduct research on women’s intellectual presence in Bolivia. This goal will be accomplished through:

a. Interviews with other authors, artists, editors, and journalists in La Paz and Santa Cruz.

b. Newspapers literary sections, local literary journals, archived TV programs and interviews.

2. Interviews with Rivero Santa Cruz who resides in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia. These interviews will provide deeper insights into the biographical aspects of her 
writing.
3. Introduce and specify the following Lacanian psychoanalytical concepts that will inform this project:

a. Desire/Lack/Other

b. Jouissance

c. Death Drive

d. Fetish

4. Introduce the fantastic as a literary genre.

5. Situate Rivero Santa Cruz in a transnational feminist context.

Research Assessment
1. La Hoguera Publishing House has expressed strong interest in this project and encouraged me to submit a manuscript. La Hoguera is one of the major publishing companies in Bolivia and has printed all of Rivero Santa Cruz’s major works.

2. I was invited to participate in the Feria Internacional del Libro (International Book Fair) that will take place in August throughout major cities in Bolivia (Documentation available.)
3. Faculty at the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés have invited me to give a lecture series on contemporary Latin American women writers with an emphasis on Rivero Santa Cruz. These lectures will be delivered in July (Documentation available.)

4. I plan to attend literary conferences where I can vet my findings.

5. The editor of Contemporary Women’s Writing, a new journal from Oxford University Press has encouraged me to submit an article based on this project.

6. As my discipline revises its program, I plan to include a new course entitled Feminist Thought that will be a companion to Sp 406 Hispanic Women Writers. xxx

BUDGET

INSTRUCTIONS: The review committee will not accept rough estimates of

costs. Itemize all budget elements and attach quotations from vendors and/or

an additional page justifying how you arrived at the cost and why the item is

necessary for the project. You may be asked to submit additional information.

1. SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 


TOTAL: __NA_______

2. SERVICES: 
30 Day-Internet Access 

TOTAL: __$30__


I will go to Internet Cafés to communicate through email with interviewees and 
prospective contacts.
3. EQUIPMENT: 

My own


TOTAL: ___NA_____

4. TRAVEL: 








Albuquerque – La Paz 
Round Trip: 1,164.35


La Paz – Santa Cruz

Round Trip: 224.15

TOTAL: _$1,338.50_______
5. OTHER (specify): 



Airport Shuttle 
Santa Fe – Albuquerque round trip

$50

 
Lodging in Santa Cruz
$25 x 5



$125


Food in La Paz 

$50 per week x 3


$150


Food in Santa Cruz

$15 per day x 7


$105


Transportation in La Paz and Santa Cruz
4 weeks

$100

GRAND TOTAL: _1,898.50

TOTAL REQUESTED FROM THE FRC:  $1,338.50  If whole amount is not possible.

Existing Equipment and Financial Resources Available to Support Work

I will be using my own laptop computer and recording devices.

Other Sources of Support for Your Work

I have applied to the Pino Endowment Fund for Faculty Development.
Verónica H. Saunero-Ward
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M.A.  The Pennsylvania State University, PA.  1983.

Major:  Spanish & Spanish American Literatures; Minor in French Literature.

B.A.  Colby College, ME, 1981.

Major:  English and French Literatures.

Bachillerato en Humanidades, La Paz, Bolivia, 1975.
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“La cresta de Ilión: lo fantástico postmoderno,” La Palabra y el Hombre” Universidad 

Veracruzana, Xalapa, México, 137: (2006).
“La metonimia del deseo en Love story de Elena Poniatowska,” Revista de Literatura Mexicana Contemporánea, México DF, 18:(2003) 54-62.

“Va’ dove ti porta il cuore, A Trip Inwards,” in Cincinnati Romance Review, Cincinnati, Ohio, 21(2002):61-76.

“Sebastian Salazar Bondy’s Lima la horrible,” in The Encyclopedia of the Essay, London:  Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 1997:486-7.

“Spanish American Essay,” in The Encyclopedia of the Essay, London:  Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 1997:797-804.

“Un tal Lucas, ejemplo del nuevo ensayo," Proceedings of the Foreign Languages Conference, Duquesne University, July 1992. 

“ El Quijote y los perros: literatura de la represión," Bolivian Studies, 1:1(1990):19-31. 

“ Un tal Lucas, ¿nuevo ensayo?"  ALEPH, 2:(1987), Penn State University.

FOREIGN NEWSPAPER PUBLICATIONS

“Panorama de la literatura femenina en América Latina,” La Razón, July 28, 2002, La Paz, 


Bolivia.

BOOK REVIEWS
“Antologia del cuento erótico boliviano,” La Razón, October 5, 2002, La Paz, Bolivia.

NEWSPAPER PUBLICATIONS

The New Mexican:
 “Entrevista con Ana Castillo, ” September 19, 1996. 

“Las puertas de dos mundos,” December 18, 1995.

“La Malinche,” August 7, 1995.

 “La leyenda de la Llorona, ” December 5, 1994.

“Implementar la educación bilingüe es tarea difícil,” August 22, 1994.

 “El fútbol en el mundo hispano  es pasión, excitación, obsesión,” July 11, 1994.

“El encuentro, ” October 11, 1993.

“The Encounter, ” October 11, 1993

“La educación bilingüe: ¿qué significa para el ciudadano de Nuevo Mexico?” October 4, 1993.

“¿Qué es la hoja de coca?” Apri, 4, 1992.

“Highlands University: Una universidad para Nuevo México," October 12, 1992.

 “Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz: La primera feminista de América Latina, ” July, 1992.

“Orígenes del español nuevo mexicano, ” August 17, 1992.

PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES (Partial List)

VII Giornate di Studi Italiani, Mexico City, Mexico, “La metonimia del deseo en Nessuno 

torna indietro de Alba de Céspedes” October 22-26, 2007.


AATI-AAIS Conference, Genoa, Italy, “Violence Against Women: Susanna Tamaro’s 

Rispondimi” May 2006. Accepted but not attended
NMHU IV Annual Faculty and Student Research Day, NMHU Las Vegas, NM, “The Literary 

Blog: The Resurgence of Authorship?” April 28, 2006.

XI Congreso de Literatura Mexicana Contemporánea, UTEP El Paso, TX, “El espacio 

cibernético: una exploración del web log con Cristina Rivera Garza”, March 2-4, 2006.
XI Annual Mexican Conference, UCA, Irvine, “El lenguaje performativo en La cresta de 

Ilión,” April 28-30, 2005.

X Congreso de Literatura Mexicana Contemporánea, UTEP El Paso, TX, “:La cresta de Ilión
¿guiño, pastiche, parodia?,” March , 2005.

VIII Annual Conference of the International Society for the Study of Luso-Hispanic Humor, 

Mexico D.F., Mexico, “Te di la vida entera: Parodia o paradigma de la novela rosa,” October 13-15, 2004. 

The 24th Annual Cincinnati Conference on Romance Languages and Literatures, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, “Te di la vida entera: Corín Tellado y Zoé Valdés, de la novela rosa al postfeminismo,” May 12-15, 2004.

VII Congreso Anual de la Sociedad Internacional para el Estudio del Humor Luso-Hispano,

Elena Poniatowska por E. Poniatowska: Estrategias humorísticas y la ficionalización de una imagen pública,” San Juan, Puerto Rico, Oct. 31-Nov.1 2003.
XIII Conferencia de la Asociación Internacional de Literatura Femenina Hispánica,“La 

metonimia del deseo en Love story de Elena Poniatowska,”Santo Domingo, República Dominicana, October 24-27, 2002.
55th Kentucky Foreign Languages Conference 2002, Lexington, KY. “Las novelas de Marcela Serrano como ‘manifiestos autobiográficos,” April,  18-20, 2002.

Séptimo Congreso de Literatura Mexicana, El Paso, TX. “El complejo juego del poder en un cuento de Elena Poniatowska,” March, 7-9, 2002.

Fosteriana 2001, Phoenix, AZ. “La re-invención de una mujer como solución política en Nuestra Señora de la Soledad,” October, 25-27, 2001.

XXI Annual Cincinnati Conference on Romance Languages and Literatures, Cincinnati, OH. “Va’ dove ti porta il cuore, A trip inwards,” May 10-12, 2001.

XII Conference on Latin American and Spanish Literature, Montclair, NJ. “‘La historia de su vida ha dejado de existir’ o la re-invención de una escritora en Nuestra Señora de la Soledad de Marcela Serrano,” April 5-6, 2001. 

New Mexico Women’s Studies Conference, Las Vegas, NM. “You’ve come a long way sister! Glimpsing Back at Writing Women of Latin America,” March 24-26, 2000.


