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• Chief Scarborough listed incidents of deadly violence in US and Canadian schools.  

He added that since NMHU security officers come across some firearms on campus, 

the university is lucky not to encounter deadly shootings.   

 

• Chief Scarborough proposes to arm certified officers with firearms.  These 

officers will have to undergo annual training.  The city of Las Vegas and the State 

Police back NMHU security in this endeavor.  These entities also view NMHU’s 

security as potential victims.   

 

• NMHU security is concerned about the response time to violent situations.  City 

police is short-staffed, and State Police has to patrol a large area between Wagon 

Mound to Pecos.   

 

• Q – How will having firearms have prevented violence on campus?   

 

• Q -  Does NMHU have a plan for terrorist response?   

 

• Q -  Are campuses with armed security safer than those without? 

 

• Comment (from faculty):  students don’t trust security.  How can we (faculty) trust 

you?  The image of security must be built on trust – there is no trust.  Research 

shows that increased patrols with guns increases the antipathy against police.  Why 

not focus on crime prevention? 

 

• Chief Scarborough: firearms do not reduce violent crime.  NMHU security has had 

avery poor reputation regarding trust on campus.  

 

• Q  – when security gets a call, it is likely to happen after an incident occurred.? 

What procedures to you have in place to search dorm rooms, back packs, etc. for 

firearms? 

 

• Chief Scarborough – security has to follow state and federal search procedures and 

regulations.   

 

• Q – Is there any difference between NMHU’s rate of violent crime and violent 

crime in other New Mexico state schools where officers are armed with firearms? 

 

• Chief Scarborough – I don’t know. 

 

• Q – How many guns did you confiscate per year? 

 

• Chief Scarborough – there are 5 reports of guns, and other reports regarding 

knives. 

 

• Comment (faculty) – In schools were shooting took place, security carried arms – 

they couldn’t prevent crime. 
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