
MINUTES 
Location: Zoom  
Date: November 15, 2023 
Zoom Link: https://nmhu.zoom.us/s/95822226439 

 
 
 

1. Roll Call  
 
Art & Music: Todd Christensen 
Biology: Maureen Romine 
Business Administration: Rodney Sanchez 
Chemistry: Nabanita Saikia 
Computer and Mathematical Sciences: John Jeffries 
Counseling: Geri Glover 
Curriculum and Instruction: Daniel Olufemi 
Educational Leadership: Sheree Jederberg 
English and Philosophy: Juan Gallegos 
Exercise and Sport Science: Bill Hayward 
Forestry: Tomek Falkowski 
History and Political Science: Luke Ritter (AAC Secretary) 
Languages and Culture: Andrés Sabogal 
Library: Kevin Corcoran 
Media Arts and Technology: Mariah Hausman 
Natural Resources Management: Mike Petronis 
Nursing: Kristen Munyan 
Psychology: Daniel Chadborn 
Social Work: Benjamin Bencomo 
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice: Gloria Gadsden (AAC Chair) 
Special Education: P.J. Sedillo 
Teacher Education: Jonathan McCausland 

 
Ex Officio Members: Roxanne Gonzales (VPAA), Henrietta Romero (Registrar) 
 
Absent: Bill Hayward; Nabanita Saikia 
 
Also attending: Ian Williamson; Gerardo Moreira; D. Veena Parboteeah; Patrick Wilson; Peter 
Linder; Michael Remke; Blanca Cespedes 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Motion to make item 13 a discussion/action item. Seconded. Vote 13 in favor; 2 nay; 3 abstentions. 
Motion passed. 
 
Motion to approve agenda with several amendments: items 11 and 12 be listed as “discussion items”; 
update the roster to include Bill Hayward; and to make item 13 a discussion/action item. Seconded. 
Approved by consensus. 
 

https://nmhu.zoom.us/s/95822226439


 2 

3. Approval of Minutes – November 01, 2023 
 
Motion to approve. Seconded. Approved by consensus. 
 
 

4. Subcommittee Reports (see attached subcommittee list) 
a. Ballen Committee (Subcommittee chair: Sheree Jederberg) 

 
The Call for Proposals was sent out in a general email last week. 

 
b. Undergraduate Appeals (Subcommittee chair: Mike Petronis) 

 
Nothing to report. 
 

c. Graduate Appeals (Subcommittee chair: Geri Glover) 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

d. Policy Subcommittee (Subcommittee chair: Gloria Gadsden) 
 

The policy subcommittee made several Dual Credit Handbook Recommendations, 
suggesting that we should wait for the Dual Credit program to be created before we work 
on policy details. 
 
Motion to send the Dual Credit Handbook recommendations, with an official AAC vote, 
back to Faculty Senate. Seconded. Approved by consensus.  
 
Vote: Consensus in favor of sending the policy subcommittee’s recommendations as is to 
the Faculty Senate.  
 
Regarding the Senate Charge to review the Academic Calendar, the policy subcommittee 
reviewed and discussed the calendar with the Registrar and recommends sending the 
Academic Calendar, as is, back to the Faculty Senate.  
 
Motion to send the academic calendar back to the Faculty Senate. Seconded. Approved by 
consensus. 
 
Vote: Consensus in favor of sending the academic calendar, as is, back to the Faculty 
Senate.  

 
 

5. Program Review Subcommittee Reports (see attached subcommittee list) 
a. Native American Hispano Cultural Studies (Subcommittee chair: Geri Glover) 

 
Nothing to report. 
 

b. Biology (Subcommittee chair: Kristen Munyan) 
*awaiting decision in Faculty Senate 
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c. Conservation Management (Subcommittee chair: Ben Bencomo) 
 

They rescheduled a meeting with Dean Kempner on November 28, 2023. 
 

d. Sociology/Anthropology BA, BS, Minor (Soc and Anth) [Criminal Justice Studies BA, Minor] 
[Social Behavioral Sciences AA] (Subcommittee chair: Ben Bencomo) 

 
The subcommittee chair presented the final report of their program review. He will send the final 
reports to the VPAA/Provost.  

 
6. Communication from the Chair (Gadsden) 

 
The chair met with the Registrar regarding new or revised 1000-2000 level course proposals, 
which must match completely with an HED transferrable course, or must include a 
justification for why the new course needs to be listed differently. AAC Chair encouraged 
members to share this information (posted on Brightspace) with their department members. 

 
7. Communication from the Registrar (Romero) 

 
*See report below 
 

8. Communication from the Faculty Senate (Hausman)  
 

*See report below 
 

9. Communication from the Graduate Council (Gadsden)  
 

Nothing to report. They will meet on Friday. 
 

10. Communication from the Administration (Gonzales) 
 

They have received approval to hire a Dual Credit coordinator.  
 
The VPAA called for volunteers for a search committee to fill the Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences position. 
 
VPAA also asked for anyone with the rank of professor, who is interested serving as interim 
dean, to send their application to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 
The mayor of Las Vegas has resigned. Other changes are probably forthcoming. 

 
11. SACJ Department – Program Revision - Crim Justice Studies Major (Gadsden; discussion item) 

 
Due to a lack of a dean’s signature, item has been removed from the agenda and will be re-introduced 
next spring. 
 

12. SACJ Department – Program Revision - AA in Soc & Beh Sciences (Gadsden; discussion item) 
 

Due to a lack of a dean’s signature, item was removed from the agenda and will be re-introduced next 
spring. 
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13. School of Business – New course: BMIS 5XXX Cybersecurity Risk Anal & Manage (Sanchez; 

discussion/action item) 
 

Rodney Sanchez explained the new course and fielded questions from the committee. 
Discussed that the course is part of an agreement with New Mexico Tech and there is a need 
to list it for the Spring 2024 semester  
 
Motion to approve. Seconded. Vote: 18 Yes; 1 No; 0 abstentions. Motion passed.  
 

 
14. Social Work: New Course-SOWK 6XXX Social Work Practice in Tribal Communities (Bencomo; 

discussion item) 
 
Ben Bencomo explained the new course and fielded questions from the committee. 
 
 

15. Social Work: Practicum Course Catalog Description Revisions for SOWK 4340/5340/6340 (Bencomo; 
discussion item) 
 
Ben Bencomo explained the revisions and fielded questions from the committee. 

 
 

16. Social Work: Program Deletion/Suspension - Removal of Substance Use Focus (Bencomo; discussion 
item) 

 
Ben Bencomo explained the program deletion and fielded questions from the committee. 
 
 

17. Dept of Forestry – Master of Forestry (Falkowski; discussion item) 
 

Tomek Falkowski explained both new Master’s programs and fielded questions from the 
committee. The department stated they not interested in moving forward with both Master’s 
Programs; rather, they would like to present both to see which option the AAC thinks is best. 
AAC appeared to demonstrate more support for the M.S. in Natural Sciences with a 
concentration in Forestry as opposed to the Master of Forestry which, the department 
admitted, will need more work before it meets accreditation standards. 
 
A recommendation was made to consult the departments of environmental geology and 
biology. 
The registrar asked about the exit requirement for non-thesis students. She also asked for a 
program of study for both thesis and non-thesis tracks.  
Roxanne Gonzales reminded the committee that NMHU will be an official facility for the state 
reforestation initiative, which provides a great opportunity for incoming Forestry students. 
 
 

 
18. Dept of Forestry – M.S. in Natural Science w/ Concentration in Forestry (Falkowski; discussion item) 
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See comments above. 
 
 

 
19. Dept of Forestry - New Course: 6XXX Concepts and Principles in Forest Ecology and Management 

(Falkowski; discussion item) 
 

Tomek Falkowski explained the new course and fielded questions from the committee. 
 
 

20. School of Business-Curriculum Changes-Marketing Concentration (R. Sanchez and G. Moreira; 
discussion item) 

 
Gerardo Moreira explained the curriculum changes and fielded questions from the committee. 
 

 
21. Counseling Dept – New Program: Addictions Counseling Certificate (Glover; discussion item) 

 
Geri Glover explained the new program and fielded questions from the committee. 
 

 
22. Ed Leadership MA w. Concentration in Math Teacher Leadership (Jederberg; discussion item) 

 
Sheree Jederberg explained the course revision and fielded questions from the committee. 
 

 
23. Counseling Dept – Program Revision: Counseling Program-On Ground to Distance (Glover; 

discussion item)  
 

Geri Glover explained the program revision and fielded questions from the committee. 
 
 

24. Adjournment 
 
 
Submission Reminders 

• Any proposals requiring a catalog change must be submitted to the AAC no later than Thursday 
February 22, 2024 by 5pm 
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Academic Affairs Committee 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  

Fall 2023 
 
 

 
Department/Member Appeals 

Comm 
Program 
Review 

Comm #1 

Program 
Review 

Comm #2 

Other 
Committees 

1. Art & Music: Todd 
Christensen 

Undergrad Political 
Science [Chair] 

  

2. Biology: Maureen Romine Graduate 
 

Native Amer. 
Hispano 
Cultural 

  
 
 

  

 
3. Business Administration: 

Rodney Sanchez 
Undergrad Chemistry   

4. Chemistry: Nabanita Saikai Undergrad 
 

Sociology/ 
Anthro-
pology/CJ 

 
 

 

5. Computer and Math 
Sciences: John Jeffries 

Graduate History   

6. Counseling: Geri Glover Graduate 
[Chair] 

Environmental 
Geology 
[Chair] 
 

Native 
American 
Hispano 
Cultural 
[Chair] 

Policy 

7. Curriculum and Instruction: 
Daniel Olufemi 

Graduate Biology  Ballen 
Policy 

8. Educational Leadership: 
Sheree Jederberg 

Graduate Sociology/ 
Anthropology/ 
CJ 

 Policy 
 
Ballen [Chair] 

9. English and Philosophy: 
Juan Gallegos 

Graduate    

10. Exercise and Sport Science: 
Bill Hayward 

Graduate Political 
Science 

  

11. Forestry: Tomek Falkowski  Undergrad History   

 
12. History and Political 

Science: Luke Ritter (AAC 
Secretary) 

Undergrad Chemistry  Ballen 
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13. Languages and Culture: 
Andrés Sabogal 

Undergrad Political 
Science 

  

14. Library: Kevin Corcoran Undergrad Sociology/ 
Anthropology/ 
CJ 

  

15. Media Arts and Technology: 
Mariah Hausman 

Undergrad Conservation 
Management 

  

16. Natural Resources 
Management: Mike Petronis 

Undergrad 
[Chair] 

Chemistry   

17. Nursing: Kristen Munyan Undergrad Native 
American 
Hispano Cult. 

Biology [Chair] 
~ ~ ~ ~ 
~  
Chemistry 
[Chair] 

 

18. Psychology: Daniel 
Chadborn 

Undergrad History [Chair] 
 

 
 

 
 

19. Social Work: Benjamin 
Bencomo 

Graduate Conservation 
Management 
[Chair] 

Sociology/ 
Anthropology/ 
CJ [Chair] 

Policy 

20. Sociology, Anth, and CJ: 
Gloria Gadsden (AAC 
Chair) 

   Ballen 
 
Policy [Chair] 

21. Special Education: P.J. 
Sedillo 

Graduate Political 
Science 
 

 
 

 
 

22. Teacher Education: 
Jonathan McCausland 

Graduate Conservation 
Management 
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Office of the Registrar Report 
November 15, 2023  

 
I. Fall 2023 Enrollment  

a. Total UG – 1733 
b. Total GR – 1110 
c. Total overall headcount – 2843  

overall 1% increase from same time last year 
**Enrollments continue for Fall 2023 for intersession courses** 
 
Spring 2024 Enrollment  

d. Total UG – 605 
e. Total GR – 444 
f. Total overall headcount – 1046  

overall 16% decrease from same time last year 
**Enrollments continue for Spring 2024** 
 

II. Degree Works upgrade – scheduled for Monday, November 20-21, 2023  
a. Downtime is 6:30pm (Nov. 20) – 5:30am (Nov. 21) 
b. Communication will come out to the campus community with a guide on how to use 

the new responsive dashboard for Degree Audit.  

 


