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Additional Comments 
 

100% of students met criteria for OA’s 1, 2 & 3. The program was severely affected 
by the pandemic in the same year it launched. Several students withdrew, 
accounting for lack of past SLO data. The remaining student had successful 
outcomes. We noticed a reluctance in graduate students to select appropriate 
readings and topics on their own that supported their independent research. 
Increased distance learning and pandemic fear inhibited students’ confidence in the 
pursuit of challenging, exploratory hands-on projects. Our internship program has 
been a strong curricular proof of our students excelling in areas of content mastery 
and communication. Students need additional support when they are in graduate 
assistantship roles, which creates more pressure for them.  

 
 
 

The introduction of a guest speaker series featuring alumni and other professionals 
from our field has yielded positive results; this practice will be continued and 
increased when possible. Stronger faculty mentoring for research, writing and 
teaching is underway. Occasionally, factors warrant an internship extension to 
accommodate project completion. As our program grows, we reassess the changing 
conventions of the media arts field along with the needs of cultural institution 
partners. For example, over the past several years along with social changes 
imposed by the pandemic, we have seen an increased community partner interest in 
electronic solutions that emulate physical exhibition spaces and experiences; we 
have brought in additional expertise to support the growing demand for this skill set. 

Bringing in expert specialists is also assistive considering the faculty attrition we have 
been experiencing for the last 5 or more years. Having enough skilled faculty is 
critical to our improvement in these areas, and we struggle to cover necessary 
classes while offering enriching, essential electives. 
 


