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Summary Analysis of Outcomes Assessment Findings

These outcome results suggest the program is generally meeting its goals, but that work
needs to be done to help students graduate on time. The program clearly has capable,
motivated students, but changes have to be made to help students progress in a timely
manner. Within the Forestry Department, the recruitment of new faculty will expand the
mentoring capacity in more multidisciplinary areas. Natural Resources Management
Department faculty student advisees historically meet SLO4. The financial situation, when
an issue, is tempered by many department-housed NSF, USDA, and NM Water Resources
Research Institute grant awards that provide research assistantships during the summer
months to fund students while they collect and reduce their thesis datasets.

Program or Assessment Changes Based On Summary Analysis of Outcomes Assessment
Findings (E.G. Pedagogy, Design, Content, Services Offered, Assessment, Accessibility,
Technology Integration, Program Applications, or Other Improvements)

The Forestry and Natural Resources Management Departments are working to comply better
with the Graduate Handbook Suggested Timeline for 2-year Master’s Degree. In particularly,
we are requiring students to decide on a project, or at least a project area, choose a main
advisor (or chair), develop a graduate committee and begin their research in Y1 Second
Semester. This will encourage more focus and better time management for the graduate
cohort. In addition, we are building a mentoring mechanism between undergraduate and
graduate students that will help them to create a stronger graduate student community with
more research and educational support.

Additional Comments

Encouraged graduate student participation in OSHA-10 and hazardous waste safety trainings.
These efforts are ensuring the graduate students are practiced and proficient in laboratory
safety and chemical hygiene standards.
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