FROM THE OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 22, 2025

TO: Graduate Chairs, Coordinators, Academic Deans, and Financial Aid Office
FROM: The Office of Graduate Studies

SUBJECT: New Mexico Graduate Scholarship Changes Effective July 15, 2025

In response to the changes to New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC) 5.7.15, New Mexico Highlands
University Office of Graduate Studies would like to note the following: the allocation the institution is
receiving from the state is essentially the same as what we have been awarded in the past. We have
money to cover the full tuition of only seven (7) or our graduate students. There is NO change to the
funding allocation.

Priority for this award will be given to those who were nominated in the spring 2025 semester when
applications were requested by our office, and currently we have seven candidates for whom we are
doing final checks on eligibility before making the award.

The most notable changes to this scholarship are the following:

1. New Eligibility Requirements:
a. New Mexico resident
. Earned a bachelor’s degree
c. Maintain a GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale OR hold a paid position supporting faculty teaching
or research activities, and
d. Enroll in at minimum six credit hours in a graduate field of study per semester

2. Overall Changes:
a. Covers one hundred percent of tuition and fees for awarded students but doesn’t include
the $7200 stipend
b. No longer requires the institution to match the scholarship with Half-Time Graduate
Assistantships or other forms of internship
c. Eligible to receive award until master’s/doctoral degree is earned OR received eight
semesters of scholarship

We realized that graduate students have a limited number of opportunities for scholarship and aid. The
process for how Graduate Studies selects eligible students has not changed but we will explore the issue
with the Graduate Council and other faculty and administrative governance structures in the coming year
as needed to determine how we make this award in the coming years.

Please view attached 5.7.15 NMAC for the exact wording of the New Mexico Graduate Scholarship
effective July 15, 2025. If there are any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact us.

lan Williamson, Ph.D.

Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Grants, and Contracts
Graduate Dean

New Mexico Highlands University
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