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For academic year 24-25, based on Outcomes Assessment data from AY 23-24, the faculty in 
sociology and criminal justice were encouraged to look more closely at the overall program.   
 
In particular,  

1. We want to offer a program that prepares students to succeed in the later stages of the 
degree program (i.e., the upper-level courses) 
and  

2. We want to offer a program that is more carefully aligned with our students’ post-
graduation interests and needs.   

 
 

To address these concerns, the sociology/criminal justice faculty discussed: 
 

1. Improving advising to allow for better course sequencing. Providing additional preparation 
for SOCI 4300 (Research Methods 2) and our two capstone courses: 4270 (Criminology) 
and SOCI 4930 (Race and National Identity). For these courses, we expect a mastery of 
content, advanced critical thinking, and an ability to write advanced research papers. The 
faculty discussed adding more opportunities to engage necessary academic skills in 
required lower-level courses (e.g., SOCI 2120/Intro to CJ and SOCI 3290/Institutional 
Corrections), building students' skill levels earlier in the degree program. Additionally, the 
faculty plan to continue working with the Writing Center and utilizing NetTutor to help 
students improve their writing skills. Finally, the department will assist by keeping upper-
level course student/teacher ratios relatively small, ensuring students receive sufficient 
attention from faculty members.   

2. To align with students’ interests, the CJ program offers more innovative and exciting 
electives regularly (e.g., Sociology of Murder; Issues in Law Enforcement; Crimes Against 
Women; Race, Ethnicity and Criminal Justice; Organized Crime; Cybercrime; Violence 
and Society). Electives give students a chance to pursue unique interests and curiosities. 
Most of these electives are offered in an online format. Students who are given the 
opportunity to take classes online are more likely to complete their degrees (Fischer et al., 
2022). Also, embracing more than one modality allows faculty a chance to assess various 
measures and alter them periodically to better suit the needs of students.  
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Finally, the sociology/criminal justice faculty discussed increasing degree completion rates by 
exploring ways to mandate that majors must attend at least one advising session per semester before 
enrolling in required upper-level courses. 
 
 


