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General Education Assessment 

As a public comprehensive university that values liberal arts, assessment of our core curriculum is 

essential to the NMHU mission. Responsibility for oversight of the assessment of the general education 

program at NMHU resides with the OIER. Faculty who oversee core courses are responsible for 

reporting data to OIER. The Outcomes Assessment Committee and OIER will initiate, monitor, and 

assist faculty with the assessment process. Currently this process serves two distinct purposes: 1} to 

assess the extent to which our students demonstrate the traits identified by the NMHU faculty as 

defining an NMHU graduate; and 2} to assess the extent to which our students have attained the 

learning objectives identified by the State Higher Education Department (HED}. These are a series of 

five "essential skills" taught in the common core: critical thinking; communication; information and 

digital literacy; quantitative reasoning; and personal and social responsibility. 

All instructors teaching courses currently being used as part of the General Education assessment are 

asked to submit assessment data according to the timeline for academic assessment. The data-

collection system is analogous to the system for entering data for academic program assessment. 

Instructors are asked to indicate which of the four NMHU traits are addressed in their classes and to 

identify an assignment, exam, or some combination of those that they would use to assess each 

student's mastery of those traits. In addition, they are asked to identify assessments that they could 

use to rate each student's mastery of each state essential skill. The instructors then rate each student 

as having achieved or not achieved mastery of the trait or competency. For more information on the 

state essential skills, see Appendix A: Relationship between HED Essential Skills and NMHU Traits. 

Data are entered via a form provided by the OIER. An example of the form and instructions for 

collecting the data are included in Appendix B. Detailed guidelines for general education assessment 

are located in the document titled "NMHU General Education Assessment Guidelines," available on 

the OIER website. 

Academic Program Outcomes Assessment 

Every major program must conduct academic program outcomes assessment on a two-year cycle. The 

immediate goal of this assessment is to gather specific data regarding how effectively the program is 

meeting its program-specific student learning objectives. This information can then be used to design 

improvements to the major curriculum. 

Outcomes Assessment Process and Data Collection 

Outcomes assessment for academic programs operates on a two-year cycle, as shown in the diagram 

on the next page. 
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