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1. Roll Call 

Department Name 

Art & Music Todd Christensen 

Biology David Donley  

Business Administration Luis Flores (Absent) 

Chemistry Nabanita Saikia 

Computer and Mathematical Sciences John Jeffries 

Education: Counseling Lori Miller 

Education: Curriculum and Instruction KJ Park 

Education: Educational Leadership Roxanne Gonzales-Walker 

Education: Special Education Neily Snook 

Education: Teacher Education Dawn Berry 

English and Philosophy Rebecca Schneider 

Exercise and Sport Science Javier Hall Lopez 

Forestry Blanca Cespedes 

History and Political Science Peter Linder 

Languages and Culture Andrés Sabogal 

Library Kevin Corcoran (Absent) 

Media Arts and Technology Jack Cronin 

Natural Resources Management Luke Romero (Proxy for Mike Petronis) 

Nursing OPEN 

Psychology Daniel Chadborn - Secretary 

Social Work Annie Allen 

MINUTES 
Location: Zoom   
Date: January 21, 2026, at 3:00 pm 
Zoom Link: 
 https://nmhu.zoom.us/j/96435458074 

Meeting ID: 964 3545 8074 
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Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice Gloria Gadsden - Chair 

Ex Officio (VPAA) Dann Brown (Absent) 

Ex Officio (Interim Registrar) Barbara Wharton (Absent) 

 

     Guests in Attendance:  Judy Barnstone, John Tourangeau, Ian Williamson 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda. Motion made.  

• Request for new members to be added to the list.  

• Approved by Consensus.  

 

3. Approval of the Minutes from 12/03/25.  

• Three changes requested.  

• Motion made. Approved with changes by Consensus.  

 

4. Undergraduate Petition Subcommittee – Update [Mike Petronis, Chair] 

• Petronis not in attendance. No petitions received.  

 

5. Graduate Petition Subcommittee – Update [Nabanita Saikia, Chair] 

• No petitions received.  

 

6. Program Reviews (Updates) 

 

i. Biology [Todd Christensen, Chair] 

 Subcommittee has finalized its feedback.  Moving forward to schedule meeting 

with the dean and program.  

ii. History [Ben Villarreal, Chair – Need new Chair] 

 Sabogal has agreed to serve as chair.  The review was submitted and feedback 

is being prepared to return to the department. Subcommittee has opted not to 

ask for an additional member.  

iii. Nursing [Sarah Corey-Rivas, Chair – Need new Chair] 

 AAC will ask Cocoran to serve as chair if possible. Subcommittee met in 

December and submitted a second round of feedback from the subcommittee. 

iv. Gender and Women’s Studies Minor [Blanca Cespedes, Chair] 

 Program review has been returned with feedback to the program co-directors. 

Subcommittee is awaiting updates. 

v. English MA, BA, Minor [Rob Karaba, Chair – Need new Chair] 

 Remaining subcommittee members and AAC Chair will discuss new chair via 

email. No program review report has been submitted yet. 

vi. Forestry BS, Minor, Certificate [John Jeffries, Chair] 

 Over the break, subcommittee examined the program review report.  Now 

preparing feedback for the program. The subcommittee opted not to add 

another committee member at this time.   

vii. Newly Starting Program Reviews  

 Southwest Studies/Anthropology only [Committee: Blanca Cespedes (Chair), 

Daniel Chadborn] 

o Cespedes will contact the program for their report. 

 Fine Arts [Committee: Mike Petronis (Chair), Annie Allen] 
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o Petronis will return in 2-3 weeks. Fine Arts program review report will 

be ready to submit around that time. 

o Rebecca Schneider, a new member, volunteered to serve on this 

subcommittee. 

 First Year Experience [Committee: Daniel Chadborn (Chair), Neily Snook, 

Annie Allen] 

o Chadborn will reach out to the director about the submission of the 

report. 

 Educational Leadership [Need committee] 

o AAC Chair will propose committee membership via email. 

 Education - Counseling [Need committee] 

o AAC Chair will propose committee membership via email. 

 Computer Science [Need committee] 

o Program might request postponement. 

 

7. Old Business 

• None 

 

8. New Business 

• MSW - Program Revision - Adv Standing (Barnstone) 

o Currently, the Social Work program limits Advanced Standing eligibility to 

students who graduated within the past five years. 

o The Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), the national accrediting body, 

removed this requirement years ago.  

o HU Social Work examined other schools, and some have removed this 

requirement, others have not.  

o HU Social Work has opted to remove the requirement.  

o This change would allow students to apply for the accelerated social work degree 

program even if they earned their undergraduate degree more than 5 years ago.   

 

9. Communication from the Chair (Gadsden) 

• Welcomed members back from break. 

• Welcomed new members. 

• Members were advised that several substantial agenda items will require their attention in 

upcoming meetings. 

• Mentioned she forgot to add DOBA’s Supply Chain Management proposal to the agenda.  

It will appear on the next agenda with comments from the Senate. 

 

10. Communication from the Registrar (Wharton) 

• Registrar not in attendance but emailed short report. 

• We currently have 5 open positions in the Registrar's office. The remaining staff are 

working well beyond capacity. Response times may be delayed. 

• Positions for a records specialist, administrative assistant and two student employees in 

the Registrar’s Office will be posted soon. 

• We have a visit from Veteran's Affairs this Friday for a routine audit. 

• We are aware of some frustrations with the new Ellucian Interface experience.  Please 

note any issues and report them to the Registrar's Office as we are working with Ellucian 

and will also issue further tips on navigating. 

• The new Ellucian schedule format isn't conducive to exporting and summarizing.  I've 

created a tableau dashboard as a temporary solution and sent it to deans and chairs who 



                                                     

4 

 

can forward it - we will get the link posted to the IRDM website.  Please provide 

feedback, this dashboard is very flexible and can be altered as needed.  

o Link to dashboard: 

https://public.tableau.com/views/ClassroomUseDashboardV1_0/BuildingSchedul

eHourly?:language=en-

US&:sid=&:redirect=auth&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link 

• We had two candidates for the University Registrar position visit campus this week.  If 

you were able to attend and did not receive an evaluation form, forms were emailed 

earlier today or please contact Barbara Wharton. 

 

11. Communication from the Faculty Senate (Gadsden) 

• It was a very short meeting last week. 

• After announcements, the Senate went into executive session.  

• Before executive session, there was a discussion about the Registrar’s search. The search 

committee had no faculty on it and did not reflect shared governance. 

• There were also concerns expressed about special topics classes in Computer Science 

added to the schedule without departmental faculty approval.  

• After a lengthy executive session, the Senate voted to ask the Executive Committee to 

develop a list of concerns about the current administration that will be shared with all 

faculty. 

 

12. Communication from the Graduate Council (Williamson) 

• The Graduate Council has not yet held its first meeting. 

• It will be discussing 7000-level designation for doctoral degree programs.  

• It will be discussing concurrent enrollment.  

• It will be examining how currency and time limits are phrased in the catalog and 

discussing possible changes for clarity.  

• Grad Dean will be going to NM Council of Grad Deans to work on cross enrollment and 

other issues, such as a proposal for a UNM Social Work program in ABQ that will 

potentially compete with our Social Work program there. There was a brief discussion 

about how this might impact NMHU and our work in the state. 

 

13. Communication from the Administration (Brown) 

• Not in attendance.  No proxy sent. 

 

14. Adjournment at 3:47pm. 

 

 

 

Submission Reminders: 

• To be added to the Wednesday Meeting Agenda, materials must be submitted by 5:00 pm 

MT on the preceding Thursday 

• Please submit materials to the AAC Chair and Secretary. Correct forms and complete 

signatures are required; otherwise, the forms will be returned to the program without 

being included on the agenda. 
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• Any proposals requiring a catalog change must be submitted to the AAC no later than 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026. 

• The final day to submit new materials to AAC during Spring 2026 is Thursday, April 9, 

2026, by 5:00 pm MT. 
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AAC MEMBERSHIP AND COMMITTEES [Spring 2026] 

Department Name Appeals 
Program Review 

#1 
Program Rev # 2 Other 

Art & Music Todd Christensen Undergrad Biology (Chair) 
Public Affairs (Hist 

& Poli Sci) [Chair] 
Ballen  

Biology David Donley  Graduate 
Educational 

Leadership 
   

Business Administration Flores, Luis  Graduate 
Public Affairs (Hist & 

Poli Sci) 
    

Chemistry Nabanita Saikia 
Graduate 

[Chair] 
 Nursing    Ballen 

Computer and 

Mathematical Sciences 
John Jeffries Graduate  Forestry (Chair) 

Educational 

Leadership 
  

Education: Counseling Lori Miller  Undergrad 
Gender & Women’s 

Studies  
    

Education: Curriculum 

and Instruction 
KJ Park  Graduate  Forestry  Counseling 

  

 

Education: Educational 

Leadership 

Roxanne 

Gonzales-Walker 
  Counseling     

Education: Special Educ. Neily Snook  Graduate First Year Experience 
Educational 

Leadership 
  

Education: Teacher 

Educ. 
Dawn Berry Graduate  English (Chair)  Counseling   

English and Philosophy 
Rebecca 

Schneider 
  Fine Arts    

Exercise and Sport 

Science 
Javier Hall Lopez  Undergrad 

Gender & Women’s 

Studies  
    

Forestry Blanca Cespedes  Undergrad 
Gender & Women’s 

Studies (Chair) 

 Southwest Studies 

(Chair) 
  

History and Pol Science Peter Linder  Recused     

Languages and Culture Andrés Sabogal Undergrad  History (Chair) English Policy 

Library Kevin Corcoran Undergrad  Nursing (Chair) History 
 

 

Media Arts and 

Technology 

Miriam Langer 

(?) 
        

Natural Resources 

Management 
Mike Petronis 

Undergrad 

[Chair] 
Biology Fine Arts (Chair) Ballen 

Nursing OPEN         

Psychology Daniel Chadborn Undergrad Southwest Studies 
First Year 

Experience (Chair) 
Policy [Chair] 

Social Work  Annie Allen Graduate  Fine Arts 
First Year 

Experience 
Ballen 

Sociology, Anthro & CJ 
Gloria Gadsden 

[Chair] 
  

Educational 

Leadership (Chair) 

Counseling (Chair)  

------------------------ 

English (Chair) 

Ballen [Chair], 

Policy 

 

 


